Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter and Morgan:



RESOLUTION 2017-211
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE PASSAGE OF SENATE BILL 1138 and HOuSE BILL 1093 WHICH WOULD PREVENT the SALE OF TOBACCO TO INDIVIDUALS UNDER the AGE OF 21 YEARS OLD; DIRECTING Legislative Services TO CIRCULATE THE RESOLUTION TO THE FLORIDA legislature; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in Florida 17.5% of the adult population (18 years of age or older), or approximately 2,509,000 individuals are currently smokers; and


WHEREAS, among youth ages 12-17 years old, it is estimated that approximately 9.5% smoked a cigarette in the past month, according to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention; and 


WHEREAS, it is estimated that 5.2%, or 49,200 high school students smoke in Florida, with 7,400 children under the age of 18 becoming new daily smokers each year; and 


WHEREAS, there is a monetary cost to the health of these smokers, an annual health care cost of $8.64 billion can be attributed to smoking; and 


WHEREAS, there is an estimated 270,000 children who die prematurely due to smoking; and


WHEREAS, Senator Darryl Rouson, from St. Petersburg introduced Senate Bill 1138 that is intended to prevent the sale of tobacco products to the people under the age of 21 in the state of Florida; 
WHEREAS, Representative Lori Berman from Boynton Beach has introduced the House companion bill, House bill 1093; and   


WHEREAS, the legislation if enacted, according to Campaign for Tobacco – Free Kids, would significantly reduce the number of teens and young adults who would take up smoking; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Council Support. The City Council strongly supports and urges the Florida Legislature’s passage of Senate Bill 1138 and its House companion bill HB 1093, which would prevent the sale of tobacco to individuals under the age of 21 in Florida.  

Section 2.
 
Direction to Chief of Legislative Services Division.
The Chief of Legislative Services for the City Council is hereby directed to provide a copy of this resolution to the Florida Legislature.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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